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1. Active Learning and Faculty Development 

At present in Japan, emerging assertion to change qualitatively university teaching exists. Peoples are interested 
in introducing the active learning together with traditional methods in teaching, and also in faculty development.  

According to the ERIC thesaurus scope note, active learning is ”Learning in which the learner is the principal 
driving force, with the instructor (if one is present) as facilitator of the process -- among the many active learning 
approaches are experiential learning, cooperative learning, problem-solving exercises, writing tasks, speaking activities, 
class discussion, case-study methods, simulations, role playing, peer teaching, fieldwork, independent study, library 
assignments, computer-assisted instruction, and homework”. The documents published by Japanese Ministry of 
Education also lists methods for active learning like problem solving, group discussion, fieldwork and so on. The list in 
those statements show approaches through which active learning may take place. 

Also, according to the ERIC scope note, faculty development is “Activities to encourage and enhance faculty 
professional growth”. The documents published by Japanese Ministry of Education states faculty development indicates 
organizational effort in which teacher improve contents and methods of her/his lessons. It is necessary to examine the 
effect of faculty development on the improvement of lessons. 

Referring to concepts of active learning and faculty development, the author tries to search issues to improve 
subjects and methods in teacher education by examining the particular approaches for active learning by the author.  
 
2. Kinds of Teaching Methods Used 

The author worked for lessons of teacher preparation education like “freshman seminar”, “method of education”, 
“educational evaluation” and so on.  

The method he most frequently used is the explanation using copies of textbooks. He also presented recordings 
of lessons of elementary/secondary education. Also he tried to use approaches for active learning described in the 
followings. 

In this report the author discusses instances in the freshman seminar class. The freshman seminar classes are 
called in Japanese as “Manabi no Gihou I” and “Manabi no Gihou II”. Each class is perfomed in one semester. In those 
classes, reading activity is mainly used. Each students read essay about education, wrote resume and made presentation 
to colleagues. In the “Manabi no Gihou I”, teacher selected articles and each student are assigned the article she/he reads. 
In the “Manabi no Gihou II”, each student selected the article. Student chairman managed the presentation and the 
discussion follwed. 

Those activities are thought to correspond to group discussion, cooperative learning, writing tasks, speaking 
activities and library assignments. 

Teacher partly explained about how to write the report, how to refer to published works, the way to write 
bibliographic data of the works and so on using copies of several textbooks.  

In addition to those methods, teacher tried to introduce puppet play and English conversation using Skype with 
cooperator living abroad. 
 
3. The Media as the Method of Active Learning 

There are many kinds in media. In the Cone of Experience by Dale, E., “Dramatized Experience” has its 
position. The puppet play may be used for dramatized experience. In the present activity, the teacher assumed that 
introducing puppet play is useful for students to develop “Educational Tact”.  

In the “Manabi no Gihou I” class of 2013 spring semester, computer terminal room is used as the classroom. 
Computer terminal room is thought to be a kind of media. Teacher could send examples to students and each student 
could send report to teacher. 

Computer software as the Power Point and the Skype are also kinds of media. Using the Power Point, each 
student could design materials for presentation. And use of Skype made it possible students to communicate with person 
who live distant site. 

Those media could be used in approaches for active learning. 
 
 

343



 
4. Lesson Contents and Methods are Derived from Curriculum 

College curriculum is constituted to fulfil diploma policies. Each lesson is a part of the curriculum.  
The freshman seminar classes, “Manabi no Gihou I” and “Manabi no Gihou II” are introduced in 2013 academic 

year. The theme of “Manabi no Gihou I” are “To read and to talk” plus “to investigate”. The theme of  “Manabi no 
Gihou II” are “to write and to inform” plus “to investigate”. 

It is highly professional work to write the syllabus of the lesson, and therefore it is a subject in professional 
growth. 
 
5. Improvement through Faculty Development 

The author attended many faculty development activities through his carrier as university teacher. At his present 
position, the activities of FD were the lecture and the group discussion in 2013 and the panel discussion about relation 
between acquirement of research fund and FD in 1014. The present study is triggered by the FD in 2014. Questionnaire 
for class assessment is provided. However at present the author could not use the result sufficiently. Those are subjects in 
professional growth. 
 
6. The Approaches for Active Learning Depends on Teacher’s Feature 

Active learning that could be introduced were those originating from teacher’s feature. Since he has had contact 
to a circle of puppet play for a long time, he could make the stage of puppet play and get information about pieces of 
puppet play. Also because he had interested in the field of CAI and had activities for fairly long time, he could easily use 
current CAI tools. That is to say, the active learning a teacher can introduce depend on the teacher’s character. 
 
7. Motivating Students 

The difference in student participation were rather large in the approaches for active learning. Motivating 
students to those activities is important. It is a subject in professional growth. 
 
8. Priority Consideration  

We could find several subjects in using approaches for active learning as described above. Those could be the 
theme of FD and also the subjects for teacher himself. It is almost impossible to make full provisions to those all. Priority 
and balance considerations about those subjects are necessary.  
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